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READING PACKET FOR NOVEMBER 16, 2024 | RHETORIC IN TIMES OF CRISIS 

 

READING 1: ANNUAL MESSAGE (1942), FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 

SOURCE: https://teachingamericanhistory.org/document/state-of-the-union-address-130/ 

 
In fulfilling my duty to report upon the State of the Union, I am proud to say to you that the spirit of the 
American people was never higher than it is today—the Union was never more closely knit together—this 
country was never more deeply determined to face the solemn tasks before it. 

The response of the American people has been instantaneous, and it will be sustained until our security 
is assured. 

Exactly one year ago today I said to this Congress: "When the dictators. . . are ready to make war upon 
us, they will not wait for an act of war on our part. . . . They—not we—will choose the time and the place and 
the method of their attack." 

We now know their choice of the time: a peaceful Sunday morning—December 7, 1941. 
We know their choice of the place: an American outpost in the Pacific. 
We know their choice of the method: the method of Hitler himself. 
Japan’s scheme of conquest goes back half a century. It was not merely a policy of seeking living room: 

it was a plan which included the subjugation of all the peoples in the Far East and in the islands of the Pacific, 
and the domination of that ocean by Japanese military and naval control of the western coasts of North, 
Central, and South America. 

The development of this ambitious conspiracy was marked by the war against China in 1894; the 
subsequent occupation of Korea; the war against Russia in 1904; the illegal fortification of the mandated 
Pacific islands following 1920; the seizure of Manchuria in 1931; and the invasion of China in 1937. 

A similar policy of criminal conquest was adopted by Italy. The Fascists first revealed their imperial 
designs in Libya and Tripoli. In 1935 they seized Abyssinia. Their goal was the domination of all North Africa, 
Egypt, parts of France, and the entire Mediterranean world. 

But the dreams of empire of the Japanese and Fascist leaders were modest in comparison with the 
gargantuan aspirations of Hitler and his Nazis. Even before they came to power in 1933, their plans for that 
conquest had been drawn. Those plans provided for ultimate domination, not of any one section of the world, 
but of the whole earth and all the oceans on it. 

When Hitler organized his Berlin-Rome-Tokyo alliance, all these plans of conquest became a single plan. 
Under this, in addition to her own schemes of conquest, Japan’s role was obviously to cut off our supply of 
weapons of war to Britain, and Russia and China—weapons which increasingly were speeding the day of 
Hitler’s doom. The act of Japan at Pearl Harbor was intended to stun us—to terrify us to such an extent that 
we would divert our industrial and military strength to the Pacific area, or even to our own continental 
defense. 
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But this adds only to our determination to see to it that the Stars and Stripes will fly again over Wake 
and Guam. Yes, see to it that the brave people of the Philippines will be rid of Japanese imperialism; and will 
live in freedom, security, and independence. 

Powerful and offensive actions must and will be taken in proper time. The consolidation of the United 
Nations’ total war effort against our common enemies is being achieved. 

That was and is the purpose of conferences which have been held during the past two weeks in 
Washington, and Moscow and Chungking. That is the primary objective of the declaration of solidarity signed 
in Washington on January 1, 1942, by 26 Nations united against the Axis powers. 

Difficult choices may have to be made in the months to come. We do not shrink from such decisions. We 
and those united with us will make those decisions with courage and determination. 

Plans have been laid here and in the other capitals for coordinated and cooperative action by all the 
United Nations—military action and economic action. Already we have established, as you know, unified 
command of land, sea, and air forces in the southwestern Pacific theater of war. There will be a continuation 
of conferences and consultations among military staffs, so that the plans and operations of each will fit into 
the general strategy designed to crush the enemy. We shall not fight isolated wars—each Nation going its 
own way. These 26 Nations are united—not in spirit and determination alone, but in the broad conduct of 
the war in all its phases. 

For the first time since the Japanese and the Fascists and the Nazis started along their blood-stained 
course of conquest they now face the fact that superior forces are assembling against them. Gone forever are 
the days when the aggressors could attack and destroy their victims one by one without unity of resistance. 
We of the United Nations will so dispose our forces that we can strike at the common enemy wherever the 
greatest damage can be done him. 
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Victory requires the actual weapons of war and the means of transporting them to a dozen points of 
combat. 

It will not be sufficient for us and the other United Nations to produce a slightly superior supply of 
munitions to that of Germany, Japan, Italy, and the stolen industries in the countries which they have overrun. 

The superiority of the United Nations in munitions and ships must be overwhelming—so overwhelming 
that the Axis Nations can never hope to catch up with it. And so, in order to attain this overwhelming 
superiority the United States must build planes and tanks and guns and ships to the utmost limit of our 
national capacity. We have the ability and capacity to produce arms not only for our own forces, but also for 
the armies, navies, and air forces fighting on our side. 

And our overwhelming superiority of armament must be adequate to put weapons of war at the proper 
time into the hands of those men in the conquered Nations who stand ready to seize the first opportunity to 
revolt against their German and Japanese oppressors, and against the traitors in their own ranks, known by 
the already infamous name of "Quislings." And I think that it is a fair prophecy to say that, as we get guns to 
the patriots in those lands, they too will fire shots heard ’round the world.  

This production of ours in the United States must be raised far above present levels, even though it will 
mean the dislocation of the lives and occupations of millions of our own people. We must raise our sights all 
along the production line. Let no man say it cannot be done. It must be done—and we have undertaken to do 
it. 

I have just sent a letter of directive to the appropriate departments and agencies of our Government, 
ordering that immediate steps be taken: 

First, to increase our production rate of airplanes so rapidly that in this year, 1942, we shall produce 
60,000 planes, 10,000 more than the goal that we set a year and a half ago. This includes 45,000 combat 
planes—
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Production for war is based on metals and raw materials—steel, copper, rubber, aluminum, zinc, tin. 
Greater and greater quantities of them will have to be diverted to war purposes. Civilian use of them will 
have to be cut further and still further—and, in many cases, completely eliminated. 

War costs money. So far, we have hardly even begun to pay for it. We have devoted only 15 percent of 
our national income to national defense. As will appear in my Budget Message tomorrow, our war program 
for the coming fiscal year will cost 56 billion dollars or, in other words, more than half of the estimated annual 
national income. That means taxes and bonds and bonds and taxes. It means cutting luxuries and other non-
essentials. In a word, it means an "all-out" war by individual effort and family effort in a united country. 

Only this all-out scale of production will hasten the ultimate all-out victory. Speed will count. Lost 
ground can always be regained—lost time never. Speed will save lives; speed will save this Nation which is 
in peril; speed will save our freedom and our civilization—and slowness has never been an American 
characteristic. 

As the United States goes into its full stride, we must always be on guard against misconceptions which 
will arise, some of them naturally, or which will be planted among us by our enemies. 

We must guard against complacency. We must not underrate the enemy. He is powerful and cunning—
and cruel and ruthless. He will stop at nothing that gives him a chance to kill and to destroy. He has trained 
his people to believe that their highest perfection is achieved by waging war. For many years he has prepared 
for this very conflict—planning, and plotting, and training, arming, and fighting. We have already tasted 
defeat. We may suffer further setbacks. We must face the fact of a hard war, a long war, a bloody war, a costly 
war. 

We must, on the other hand, guard against defeatism. That has been one of the chief weapons of Hitler’s 
propaganda machine—used time and again with deadly results. It will not be used successfully on the 
American people. 

We must guard against divisions among ourselves and among all the other United Nations. We must be 
particularly vigilant against racial discrimination in any of its ugly forms. Hitler will try again to breed 
mistrust and suspicion between one individual and another, one group and another, one race and another, 
one Government and another. He will try to use the same technique of falsehood and rumor-mongering with 
which he divided France from Britain. He is trying to do this with us even now. But he will find a unity of will 
and purpose against him, which will persevere until the destruction of all his black designs upon the freedom 
and safety of the people of the world. 

We cannot wage this war in a defensive spirit. As our power and our resources are fully mobilized, we 
shall carry the attack against the enemy—we shall hit him and hit him again wherever and whenever we can 
reach him. 

We must keep him far from our shores, for we intend to bring this battle to him on his own home 
grounds. 
American armed forces must be used at any place in all the world where it seems advisable to engage the 
forces of the enemy. In some cases these operations will be defensive, in order to protect key positions. In 
other cases, these operations will be offensive, in order to strike at the common enemy, with a view to his 
complete encirclement and eventual total defeat. 

American armed forces will operate at many points in the Far East. 
American armed forces will be on all the oceans—helping to guard the essential communications which 

are vital to the United Nations. 
American land and air and sea forces will take stations in the British Isles—which constitute an essential 

fortress in this great world struggle. 
American armed forces will help to protect this hemisphere—and also help to protect bases outside this 

hemisphere, which could be used for an attack on the Americas. 
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If any of our enemies, from Europe or from Asia, attempt long-range raids by "suicide" squadrons of 
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destroy this deep belief and to create a world in their own image—a world of tyranny and cruelty and 
serfdom. 

That is the conflict that day and night now pervades our lives. 
No compromise can end that conflict. There never has been—there never can be—successful 

compromise between good and evil. Only total victory can reward the champions of tolerance, and decency, 
and freedom, and faith.
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READING 2: ARSENAL OF DEMOCRACY FIRESIDE CHAT, FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 

SOURCE: https://teachingamericanhistory.org/document/fireside-chat-on-the-arsenal-of-

democracy/ 

 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s fireside chats were weekly radio addresses to the American people about 

important issues of the day. In this fireside chat, Roosevelt argued that the United States had to do all it could, 

short of war, to help Great Britain in a fight it was waging alone against Nazi Germany and its Italian ally. FDR 

faced the difficult task of conveying the seriousness of the threat to the United States while simultaneously 

/document/fireside-chat-on-the-arsenal-of-democracy/
/document/fireside-chat-on-the-arsenal-of-democracy/
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but what they have in mind is only a revival of the oldest and the worst tyranny. In that there is no liberty, 
no religion, no hope. 

The proposed “new order” is the very opposite of a United States of Europe or a United States of Asia. It 
is not a Government based upon the consent of the governed. It is not a union of ordinary, self-respecting 
men and women to protect themselves and their freedom and their dignity from oppression. It is an unholy 
alliance of power and pelf5 to dominate and enslave the human race. 

The British people and their allies today are conducting an active war against this unholy alliance. Our 
own future security is greatly dependent on the outcome of that fight. Our ability to “keep out of war” is going 
to be affected by that outcome. 

Thinking in terms of today and tomorrow, I make the direct statement to the American people that there 
is far less chance of the United States getting into war, if we do all we can now to support the nations 
defending themselves against attack by the Axis than if we acquiesce in their defeat, submit tamely to an Axis 
victory, and wait our turn to be the object of attack in another war later on. 

If we are to be completely honest with ourselves, we must admit that there is risk in any course we may 
take. But I deeply believe that the great majority of our people agree that the course that I advocate involves 
the least risk now and the greatest hope for world peace in the future. 

The people of Europe who are defending themselves do not ask us to do their fighting. They ask us for 
the implements of war, the planes, the tanks, the guns, the freighters which will enable them to fight for their 
liberty and for our security. Emphatically we must get these weapons to them in sufficient volume and 
quickly enough, so that we and our children will be saved the agony and suffering of war which others have 
had to endure. 

Let not the defeatists tell us that it is too late. It will never be earlier. Tomorrow will be later than today. 
Certain facts are self-evident. 

In a military sense Great Britain and the British Empire are today the spearhead of resistance to world 
conquest. They are putting up a fight which will live forever in the story of human gallantry. 

There is no demand for sending an American Expeditionary Force outside our own borders. There is no 
intention by any member of your Government to send such a force. You can, therefore, nail any talk about 
sending armies to Europe as deliberate untruth. 

Our national policy is not directed toward war. Its sole purpose is to keep war away from our country 
and our people. Democracy’s fight against world conquest is being greatly aided, and must be more greatly 
aided, by the rearmament of the United States and by sending every ounce and every ton of munitions and 
supplies that we can possibly spare to help the defenders who are in the front lines. It is no more unneutral 
for us to do that than it is for Sweden, Russia and other nations near Germany, to send steel and ore and oil 
and other war materials into Germany every day in the week. 

We are planning our own defense with the utmost urgency; and in its vast scale we must integrate the 
war needs of Britain and the other free nations which are resisting aggression. 

This is not a matter of sentiment or of controversial personal opinion. It is a matter of realistic, practical 
military policy, based on the advice of our military experts who are in close touch with existing warfare. 
These military and naval experts and the members of the Congress and the Administration have a single-
minded purpose – the defense of the United States. 

This nation is making a great effort to produce everything that is necessary in this emergency – and with 
all possible speed. . . . 

Nine days ago I announced the setting up of a more effective organization to direct our gigantic efforts 
to increase the production of munitions. The appropriation of vast sums of money and a well coordinated 

 
5 American Expeditionary Force was the name of the wartime army that fought in Europe in World War I. 
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executive direction of our defense efforts are not in themselves enough. Guns, planes, ships and many other 
things have to be built in the factories and arsenals of America. They have to be produced by workers and 
managers and engineers with the aid of machines which in turn have to be built by hundreds of thousands 
of workers throughout the land. 
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READING 3: FIRST FIRESIDE CHAT, FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 
SOURCE: https://teachingamericanhistory.org/document/first-fireside-chat/ 

 
I want to talk for a few minutes with the people of the United States about banking–with the comparatively 
few who understand the mechanics of banking but more particularly with the overwhelming majority who 
use banks for the . making of deposits and the drawing of checks. I want to tell you what has been done in the 
last few days, why it was done, and what the next steps are going to be. I recognize that the many 
proclamations from State capitols and from Washington, the legislation, the Treasury regulations, etc., 
couched for the most part in banking and legal terms, should be explained for the benefit of the average 
citizen. I owe this in particular because of the fortitude and good temper with which everybody has accepted 
the inconvenience and hardships of the banking holiday. I know that when you understand what we in 

/document/first-fireside-chat/
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and unwise loans. This was, of course, not true in the vast majority of our banks, but it was true in enough of 
them to shock the people for a time into a sense of insecurity and to put them into a frame of mind where 
they did not differentiate, but seemed 



/document/first-inaugural-address-fdr/
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The money changers have fled from their high seats in the temple of our civilization.2 We may now 
restore that temple to the ancient truths. The measure of the restoration lies in the extent to which we apply 
social values more noble than mere monetary profit. 

Happiness lies not in the mere possession of money; it lies in the joy of achievement, in the thrill of 
creative effort. The joy and moral stimulation of work no longer must be forgotten in the mad chase of 
evanescent profits. These dark days will be worth all they cost us if they teach us that our true destiny is not 
to be ministered unto but to minister to ourselves and to our fellow men. 

Recognition of the falsity of material wealth as the standard of success goes hand in hand with the 
abandonment of the false belief that public office and high political position are to be valued only by the 
standards of pride of place and personal profit; and there must be an end to a conduct in banking and in 
business which too often has given to a sacred trust the likeness of callous and selfish wrongdoing. Small 
wonder that confidence languishes, for it thrives only on honesty, on honor, on the sacredness of obligations, 
on faithful protection, on unselfish performance; without them it cannot live. 
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the pioneer. It is the way to recovery. It is the immediate way. It is the strongest assurance that the recovery 
will endure. 

In the field of world policy I would dedicate this Nation to the policy of the good neighbor – the neighbor 
who resolutely respects himself and, because he does so, respects the rights of others – the neighbor who 
respects his obligations and respects the sanctity of his agreements in and with a world of neighbors. 

If I read the temper of our people correctly, we now realize as we have never realized before our 
interdependence on each other; that we can not merely take but we must give as well; that if we are to go 
forward, we must move as a trained and loyal army willing to sacrifice for the good of a common discipline, 
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traditional medicines do know of to help you with menstrual cramps , labor and delivery, breastfeeding? For 
many of us, these things are left up to the Indian Health Service. We let them deal with our "female 
complaints." I'm not saying that there is no way that we can use Western medicine or hospitals at all. As a 
matter of fact, the incidence of cervical cancer is so rampant among Indian
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READING 6: DECLARATION OF CONTINUING INDEPENDENCE 

SOURCE: https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=mdp.39015011030361&view=1up&seq=3 

 

By the First International Indian Treaty Council at Standing Rock Indian Country June 1974 
A long time ago my father told me what his father told him. There was once a Lakota Holy man called Drinks 
Water, who visioned what was to be; and this was long before the coming of the Wasicus. He visioned that the 
four-legged were going back into the earth and that a 

https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=mdp.39015011030361&view=1up&seq=3
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We acknowledge the historical fact that the struggle for Independence of the Peoples of our sacred 
Mother Earth have always been over sovereignty of land. These historical freedom efforts have always 
involved the highest human sacrifice. 

We recognize that all Native Nations wish to 
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representation in the United Nations comes from the genocidal policies of the colonial power of the United 
States. 

The International Indian Treaty Council established by this conference is directed to make the 
application to the United Nations for recognition and membership of the sovereign Native Nations. We pledge 
our support to any similar application by an aboriginal people. 

This conference directs the Treaty Council to open negotiations with the government of the United 
States through its Department of State. We seek these negotiations in order to establish diplomatic relations 
with the United States. 

When these diplomatic relations have been established, the first order of business shall be to deal with 
U.S. violations of treaties with Native Indian Nations and violations of the rights of those Native Indian 
Nations who have refused to sign treaties with the Uni i
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READING 7:SPECIAL MESSAGE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, RICHARD NIXON 

SOURCE: https://teachingamericanhistory.org/document/special-message-on-indian-

affairs/ 

 

President John Kennedy ended the federal policy of Termination and Relocation, but he did not replace it with 

any coherent approach. Neither did his successor, Lyndon Johnson. Richard Nixon took office in 1969. In 1970, 

supposedly to fulfill a promise he made to his mother that if he were ever in position to do so, he would do 

something “good” for Indians, he issued a special message to Congress. 

The message ushered in the current policy of “Self-Determination” for Native nations. Among the laws 

passed pursuant to the policy encouraging self-governance are provisions in all major environmental 

legislation, such as the Clean Air Act (1963, amended regularly since then) and the Clean Water Act (1972), 

permitting Native nations to set standards on their lands just as states are allowed to do. Other laws passed 

pursuant to the “self-governance policy” allowed the nations to assume control over their citizens from the 

Indian Health Service and to reclaim objects important to them from museums. 

—Jace Weaver 

To the Congress of the United States: 
The first Americans—the Indians—are the most deprived and most isolated minority group in our nation. 
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under federal law: the tax exempt status of their lands would be discontinued; federal responsibility for their 
economic and social well-being would be repudiated; and the tribes themselves would be effectively 
dismantled. Tribal property would be divided among individual members who would then be assimilated 
into the society at large. 



 
 
 

 pg. 27 
 

 

 

This, then, must be the goal of any new national policy toward the Indian people: to strengthen the 
Indian’s sense of autonomy without threatening his sense of community. We must assure the Indian that he 
can assume control of his own life without being separated involuntarily from the tribal group. And we must 
make it clear that Indians can become independent of federal control without being cut off from federal 
concern and federal support. My specific recommendations to the Congress are designed to carry out this 
policy. . . . 

The recommendations of this administration represent a historic step forward in Indian policy. We are 
proposing to break sharply with past approaches to Indian problems. In place of a long series of piecemeal 
reforms, we suggest a new and coherent strategy. In place of policies which simply call for more spending, 
we suggest policies which call for wiser spending. In place of policies which oscillate between the deadly 
extremes of forced termination and constant paternalism, we suggest a policy in which the federal 
government and the Indian community play complementary roles. 

But most importantly, we have turned from the question of whether the federal government has a 
responsibility to Indians to the question of how that responsibility can best be furthered. We have concluded 
that the Indians will get better programs and that public monies will be more effectively expended if the 
people who are most affected by these programs are responsible for operating them. 

The Indians of America need federal assistance—this much has long been clear. What has not always 
been clear, however, is that the federal government needs Indian energies and Indian leadership if its 
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