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protected; that sword which, like the flaming sword of the Cherubims, turned every way to debar access to 

the tree of life.1  . . .  

It was in the midst of that fermentation of the human intellect, which brought right and power in direct 
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…The interest, which in this paper has survived the occasion upon which it was issued; the interest 

which is of every age and every clime; the interest which quickens with the lapse of years, spreads as it grows 

old, and brightens as it recedes, is in the principles which it proclaims. It was the first solemn declaration by 
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READING 2: “The Perpetuation of Our Political Institutions,” Abraham Lincoln | January 27, 1838 

SOURCE:  https://teachingamericanhistory.org/document/the-perpetuation-of-our-political-

institutions-address-before-the-young-mens-lyceum-of-springfield-illinois-2/ 
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had forfeited his life by the perpetration of an outrageous murder upon one of the most worthy and 

respectable citizens of the city; and had not he died as he did, he must have died by the sentence of the law, 

in a very short time afterward. As to him alone, it was as well the way it was, as it could otherwise have been. 

But the example in either case was fearful. When men take it in their heads today to hang gamblers, or burn 

murderers, they should recollect that, in the confusion usually attending such transactions, they will be as 

likely to hang or burn someone who is neither a gambler nor a murderer as one who is; and that, acting upon 

the example they set, the mob of tomorrow, may, and probably will, hang or burn some of them by the very 

same mistake. And not only so; the innocent, those who have ever set their faces against violations of law in 

every shape, alike with the guilty, fall victims to the ravages of mob law; and thus it goes on, step by step, till 

all the walls erected for the defense of the persons and property of individuals are trodden down, and 

disregarded. But all this even is not the full extent of the evil. By such examples, by instances of the 

perpetrators of such acts going unpunished, the lawless in spirit are encouraged to become lawless in 

practice; and having been used to no restraint, but dread of punishment, they thus become, absolutely 

unrestrained. Having ever regarded government as their deadliest bane, they make a jubilee of the 

suspension of its operations; and pray for nothing so much as its total annihilation. While, on the other hand, 

good men, men who love tranquility, who desire to abide by the laws, and enjoy their benefits, who would 

gladly spill their blood in the defense of their country; seeing their property destroyed; their families 

insulted, and their lives endangered; their persons injured; and seeing nothing in prospect that forebodes a 

change for the better; become tired of, and disgusted with, a government that offers them no protection; and 

are not much averse to a change in which they imagine they have nothing to lose. Thus, then, by the operation 

of this mobocractic spirit, which all must admit is now abroad in the land, the strongest bulwark of any 

government, and particularly of those constituted like ours, may effectually be broken down and destroyed—

I mean the attachment of the people. Whenever this effect shall be produced among us; whenever the vicious 

portion of population shall be permitted to gather in bands of hundreds and thousands, and burn churches, 

ravage and rob provision stores, throw printing presses into rivers, shoot editors1, and hang and burn 

obnoxious persons at pleasure, and with impunity; depend on it, this government cannot last. By such things, 

the feelings of the best citizens will become more or less alienated from it; and thus it will be left without 

friends, or with too few, and those few too weak, to make their friendship effectual. At such a time and under 

such circumstances, men of sufficient talent and ambition will not be wanting to seize the opportunity, strike 

the blow, and overturn that fair fabric, which for the last half century, has been the fondest hope of the lovers 

of freedom throughout the world.

I know the American people are much attached to their government; I know they would suffer much for 

its sake; I know they would endure evils long and patiently before they would ever think of exchanging it for 

another. Yet, notwithstanding all this, if the laws be continually despised and disregarded, if their rights to 

be secure in their persons and property are held by no better tenure than the capriceF6 11 Tf
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The question recurs, “how shall we fortify against it?” The answer is simple. Let every American, every 

lover of liberty, every well-wisher to his posterity, swear by the blood of the Revolution, never to violate in 

the least particular the laws of the country; and never to tolerate their violation by others. As the patriots of 

seventy-six did to the support of the Declaration of Independence, so to the support of the Constitution and 

laws, let every American pledge his life, his property, and his sacred honor; let every man remember that to 

violate the law is to trample on the blood of his father, and to tear the character of his own and his children’s 

liberty. Let reverence for the laws, be breathed by every American mother to the lisping babe that prattles 

on her lap—let it be taught in schools, in seminaries, and in colleges; let it be written in primers, spelling 

books, and in almanacs; let it be preached from the pulpit, proclaimed in legislative halls, and enforced in 

courts of justice. And, in short, let it become the political religion of the nation; and let the old and the young, 

the rich and the poor, the grave and the gay, of all sexes and tongues, and colors and conditions, sacrifice 

unceasingly upon its altars. 

While ever a state of feeling such as this shall universally, or even, very generally prevail throughout the 

nation, vain will be every effort, and fruitless every attempt, to subvert our national freedom. 

When I so pressingly urge a strict observance of all the laws, let me not be understood as saying there 

are no bad laws, nor that grievances may not arise, for the redress of which, no legal provisions have been 

made. I mean to say no such thing. But I do mean to say that, although bad laws, if they exist, should be 

repealed as soon as possible, still while they continue in force, for the sake of example, they should be 

religiously observed. So also in unprovided cases. If such arise, let proper legal provisions be made for them 

with the least possible delay; but, till then, let them, if not too intolerable, be borne with. 

There is no grievance that is a fit object of redress by mob law. In any case that arises, as for instance, 

the promulgation of abolitionism, one of two positions is necessarily true; that is, the thing is right within 

itself, and therefore deserves the protection of all law and all good citizens; or, it is wrong, and therefore 

proper to be prohibited by legal enactments; and in neither case is the interposition of mob law either 

necessary, justifiable, or excusable. 

But, it may be asked, why suppose danger to our political institutions? Have we not preserved them for 

more than fifty years? And why may we not for fifty times as long? 

We hope there is no sufficient reason. We hope all dangers may be overcome; but to conclude that no 

danger may ever arise, would itself be extremely dangerous. There are now, and will hereafter be, many 

causes, dangerous in their tendency, which have not existed heretofore; and which are not too insignificant 

to merit attention. That our government should have been maintained in its original form from its 

establishment until now is not much to be wondered at. It had many props to support it through that period, 

which now are decayed, and crumbled away. Through that period, it was felt by all to be an undecided 

experiment; now, it is understood to be a successful one. Then, all that sought celebrity and fame, and 

distinction, expected to find them in the success of that experiment. Their all was staked upon it: their destiny 

was inseparably linked with it. Their ambition aspired to display before an admiring world, a practical 

demonstration of the truth of a proposition, which had hitherto been considered at best no better than 

problematical; namely, the capability of a people to govern themselves. If they succeeded, they were to be 

immortalized; their names were to be transferred to counties and cities, and rivers and mountains; and to be 

revered and sung, and toasted through all time. If they failed, they were to be called knaves and fools, and 

fanatics for a fleeting hour; then to sink and be forgotten. They succeeded. The experiment is successful; and 



 
 

 8 

thousands have won their deathless names in making it so. But the game is caught; and I believe it is true, 

that with the catching, end the pleasures of the chase. This field of glory is harvested, and the crop is already 

appropriated. But new reapers will arise, and they, too, will seek a field. It is to deny what the history of the 

world tells us is true, to suppose that men of ambition and talents will not continue to spring up amongst us. 

And, when they do, they will as naturally seek the gratification of their ruling passion, as others have so done 

before them. The question then, is, can that gratification be found in supporting and maintaining an edifice 

that has been erected by others? Most certainly it cannot. Many great and good men sufficiently qualified for 

any task they should undertake may ever be found, whose ambition would inspire to nothing beyond a seat 

in Congress, a gubernatorial or a presidential chair; but such belong not to the family of the lion, or the tribe 

of the eagle. What! think you these places would satisfy an Alexander, a Caesar, or a Napoleon? Never! 

Towering genius disdains a beaten path. It seeks regions hitherto unexplored. It sees no dis
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understood alike by all, the wise and the ignorant, the learned and the unlearned. But those histories are 



 
 

 10 

READING 3: Second Inaugural Address, Abraham Lincoln | 1865 

SOURCE: https://teachingamericanhistory.org/document/second-inaugural-address-17/ 

In the Temperance Address, Lincoln pointed to the harm that might come from pursuing social reform on the 
assumption that the reformers were morally superior to those they sought to reform. The lack of sympathy and 
fellow feeling in such an effort defied human nature and contravened the teachings of Christianity. It thus 
diminished the likelihood of the reform succeeding and created divisions among fellow citizens. The attitude 
that Lincoln criticized in the Temperance Address was at least in part responsible for the terrible Civil War that 

/document/second-inaugural-address-17/
/document/the-temperance-address/
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READING 4: Remarks Recorded For The “Back-To-God” Program Of The American Legion | February 

20, 1955 

SOURCE: https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/node/233928 

THE FOUNDING FATHERS expressed in words for all to read the ideal of Government based upon the 

dignity of the individual. That ideal previously had existed only in the hearts and minds of men. They 

produced the timeless documents upon which the Nation is founded and has grown great. They, recognizing 

God as the author of individual rights, declared that the purpose of Government is to secure those rights. 

To you and to me this ideal of Government is a self-evident truth. But in many lands the State claims to 

be the author of human rights. The tragedy of that claim runs through all history and, indeed, dominates our 

own times. If the State gives rights, it can—and inevitably will—take away those rights. 

Without God, there could be no American form of Government, nor an American way of life. Recognition 

of the Supreme Being is the first—the most basic—

https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/node/233928
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READING 5: Remarks at the Annual Convention of the National Association of Evangelicals, Ronald 

Reagan | 1983 

SOURCE: https://teachingamericanhistory.org/document/speech-to-the-national-association-of-

evangelicals/ 

Although they were less important for his victory than was thought in its immediate aftermath, conservative 
evangelical Christians were a part of the coalition that elected Ronald Reagan in 1980. In a manner similar to 
FDR's appeal to Catholic voters in 1933, Reagan addressed an organization of conservative evangelicals to 
highlight the policy goals of his administration, such as support for prayer in school and limiting abortion, most 
likely to resonate with the interests of the movement. 

The speech generated a lot of negative commentary because of its reference to the Soviet Union as the “evil 
empire” and “the focus of evil in the modern world.” These remarks and the explicitly religious language of the 
speech were unusual for a presidential speech at that time but not in the larger context of American history. 
Even two decades before, President Kennedy in his inaugural address had stated his “belief that the rights of 
man come not from the generosity of the state but from the hand of God,” a view that Reagan reiterated in this 
speech by quoting a famous remark of Thomas Jefferson’s; and in 1962, citing Lenin as Reagan would, Martin 
Luther King had already argued that communists held that any action was moral as long as it promoted world 
revolution. Here, Reagan framed both his anti-communist foreign policy and his domestic “social” agenda as 
efforts to combat the rise of secularism, an issue his audience
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eloquently after he had gone on a search for the secret of America's greatness and genius—and he said: “Not 

until I went into the churches of America and heard her pulpits aflame with righteousness did I understand 

the greatness and the genius of America. America is good. And if America ever ceases to be good, America 

will cease to be great.”4 

Well, I'm

http://www.freerepublic.com/focus/chat/2545306/posts
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protecting the rights of unborn children.7 Abortion on demand now takes the lives of up to one and a half 

million unborn children a year. Human life legislation ending this tragedy will someday pass the Congress, 

and you and I must never rest until it does. Unless and until it can be proven that the unborn child is not a 

living entity, then its right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness must be protected. 

You may remember that when abortion on demand began, many, and indeed, I'm sure many of you, 

warned that the practice would lead to a decline in respect for human life, that the philosophical premises 

used to justify abortion on demand would ultimately be used to justify other attacks on the sacredness of 

human life—infanticide or mercy killing. Tragically enough, those warnings proved all too true. Only last 

year a court permitted the death by starvation of a handicapped infant. . . .8 

Now, I'm sure that you must get discouraged at times, but you've done better than you know, perhaps. 

There's a great spiritual awakening in America, a renewal of the traditional values that have been the 

bedrock of America's goodness and greatness. . . . 

There is sin and evil in the world, and we're enjoined by Scripture and the Lord Jesus to oppose it with 

all our might. Our nation, too, has a legacy of evil with which it must deal. The glory of this land has been its 

capacity for transcending the moral evils of our past. For example, the long struggle of minority citizens for 

equal rights, once a source of disunity and civil war, is now a point of pride for all Americans. We must never 

go back.
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So, I urge you to speak out against those who would place the United States in a position of military 
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READING 6: Remarks by the President at National Prayer Breakfast, Barack Obama | February 5, 

2015 

SOURCE: https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2015/02/05/remarks-

president-national-prayer-breakfast 

THE PRESIDENT:  Thank you.  Well, good morning.  Giving all praise and honor to God.  It is wonderful to be 

back with you here.  I want to thank our co-chairs, Bob and Roger.1  These two don’t always agree in the 

Senate, but in coming together and uniting us all in prayer, they embody the spirit of our gathering today. . . 

.  

Slowing down and pausing for fellowship and prayer -- that's what this breakfast is about. . . .  [I]t’s easier 

to get caught up in the rush of our lives, and in the political back-and-forth that can take over this city.  We 

get sidetracked with distractions, large and small.  We can’t go 10 minutes without checking our smartphones 

-- and for my staff, that's every 10 seconds.  And so for 63 years, this prayer tradition has brought us together, 

giving us the opportunity to come together in humility before the Almighty and to be reminded of what it is 

that we share as children of God.  

And certainly for me, this is always a chance to reflect on my own faith journey.  Many times as President, 

I’ve been reminded of a line of prayer that Eleanor Roosevelt was fond of. She said, “Keep us at tasks too hard 

for us that we may be driven to Thee for strength.”  Keep us at tasks too hard for us that we may be driven to 

Thee for strength.  I’ve wondered at times if maybe God was answering that prayer a little too literally.  But 

no matter the challenge, He has been there for all of us.  He’s certainly strengthened me “with the power 

through his Spirit,”2 as I’ve sought His guidance not just in my own life but in the life of our nation. 

Now, over the last few months, we’ve seen a number of challenges -- certainly over the last six years.  But 

part of what I want to touch on today is the degree to which we've seen professions of faith used both as an 

instrument of great good, but also twisted and misused in the name of evil. As we speak, around the world, 

we see faith inspiring people to lift up one another -- to feed the hungry and care for the poor, and comfort 

the afflicted and make peace where there is strife. . . . We see faith driving us to do right. 

But we also see faith being twisted and distorted, used as a wedge -- or, worse, sometimes used as a 

weapon.  From a school in Pakistan to the streets of Paris, we have seen violence and terror perpetrated by 

those who profess to stand up for faith, their faith, professed to stand up for Islam, but, in fact, are betraying 

it.  We see ISIL, a brutal, vicious death cult that, in the name of religion, carries out unspeakable acts of 

barbarism  -- terrorizing religious minorities like the Yezidis, subjecting women to rape as a weapon of war, 

and claiming the mantle of religious authority for such actions.  

We see sectarian war in Syria, the murder of Muslims and Christians in Nigeria, religious war in the 

Central African Republic, a rising tide of anti-Semitism and hate crimes in Europe, so often perpetrated in the 

name of religion. 

So how do we, as people of faith, reconcile these realities -- the profound good, the strength, the tenacity, 

the compassion and love that can flow from all of our faiths, operating alongside those who seek to hijack 

religious for their own murderous ends?  

 
1 Roger Wicker, Republican of Mississippi and Bob Casey, Democrat of Pennsylvania. 
2 Ephesians 3:16. 
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Humanity has been grappling with these questions throughout human history.  And lest we get on our 
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millions of Americans, I am very much looking forward to welcoming Pope Francis to the United States later 

this year.  (Applause.) 

His Holiness expresses that basic law:  Treat thy neighbor as yourself.  The Dalai Lama -- anybody who’s 

had an opportunity to be with him senses that same spirit.  Kent Brantly expresses that same spirit.  Kent 

was with Samaritan’s Purse, treating Ebola patients in Liberia, when he contracted the virus himself. And 

with world-class medical care and a deep reliance on faith -- with God’s help, Kent survived.  (Applause.)  

And then by donating his plasma, he helped others survive as well.  And he continues to advocate for a 

global response in West Africa, reminding us that “our efforts needs to be on loving the people there.”   And I 
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